
68 SEEDS AND PLANTS Il\IPORTED.

45608 and 45609.

Froln Cienfuegos, Cuba. Seeds presented by ~fr. R. ~L Gray, Harvard Ex
periment Station. Received DeceInber 18, 1917.

45608. CAMOENSIA MAXIMA WeI,v. Fabacere.

This vine, which adorns the tops of lofty trees in tropical ...;\.frica,
bears probably the largest and Inost beautiful flo,vers of any plant in
the ,vorld. These deliciously fragrant flowers, sometimes 8 inches in
length, have petals of pure white margined with gold ,vhich becOlnes
darker with age; they are borne in pendulous clusters of nearly a dozen
individuals. The 3 to 4 seeded pod is 6 to 8 inches long, nearly straight,
and clothed ,vith ferruginous woolly tomentunl. The leaves are digi
tately trifoliolate, the leaflets obovate-oblong, 5 to 6 inches long. One
drawback to the cultivation of this plant is that it has been so extremely
slo,v in coming into bloom, blooming only in hothouses of considerable
size. Regarding the possibilities of this plant in the United States, l\Ir.
George 'V. Oliver states: "Very likely this plant 'vill flower oftener
and 1ll9re profusely in this country than in Europe, particularly England,
because of our higher SUnllller tenlperature, ,vhich enables the plant to
gro,v rapidly and ripen its ,,",ood." (.A.dapted fronl The Garden ]lagazine~

vol. 7, p. 229, and Oliver, Flora of Tropical Africa, 1/01. 2, p. 252.)

45609. GOSSYPIU~{ BARBADENSE L. l\Ialvacere.

" Native tree cotton, called purple cotton by the natives."

Cotton.

( Gray.)

45610. CHENOPODllJM Al\IBROSIOIDES L. Cllenopodiacere.

Fronl Bahia, Brazil. Seeds procured by ~:fr. Ed,va I'd Higgins, Alnerican
consul at Bahia. Received December 20, 1917.

I{no,vn in Brazil a~ 71erva de Santa ~Iaria or Jlfastr1lz. A viscid glandular,
rankly smelling perennial herb, native to tropical Alllerica, but widely nat
uralized and gro,ving abundantly in North Alnerica, especially in the eastern
United States, as a coarse ,veed of the roadside and ,vaste places. Its me
dicinal inlportance is due to the volatile oil which it contains. A yery active
anthelmintic is obtained ,vhen the bruised fruit or the expressed juice of the
plant is used. It is frequently enlployed for the expulsion of lumbricoid worn1S,
especially in children. (Adapted fron1 7'he N ationa-l Standard Dispensatory,
p. 102.)

45611. SACCI-IARU1\;£ OFFICINARU~I L. Poacere. Sugar cane.
From Trinidad, l~ritish 'Vest Indies. Seeds presented by the St. Clair

11Jxperilnent Station, Department of Agriculture. Receiyed December 21,
1917.

"Louisiann 511. One of the sugar-cane seedlings tested in 1908 at the
Louisiana Sugar Experin1ent Station at Auftubon Park, New Orleans; it is
partiCUlarly note,vorthy because of the unusually high sucrose content (16.3
per cent) for I ..ouisiana conditions. The parent cane ,vas Trinidad 189." (H. P.
Agee, Louisiana Bulletin No. .127, J.la-y, 1911.)


